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Wetland evolution and restoration from historical perspective: A case study of Yongnian Lake

FU Hao, XU Chaowei, WANG Lingyue, YANG Xiaoliu
(Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Wetlands protection and restoration is a hot study in recent years. Studying the evolution of a
wetland and its surroundings with a historical perspective is a great help to understand the wetland and
make it more effective to protect the wetland. Yongnian Lake in Hebei Province is a typical wetland,
which has been involved in heavily human activities for more than five hundred years but still keep natural
features. It is used as a case in this study to examine its evolution in historical perspective and prove the
effectiveness of this method. We find that: [ . Guangfu City has a longer history than Yongnian Lake, and
Yongnian Lake has always been strongly affected by high—intensity human activities; [[. Water surface of
Yongnian Lake decreased greatly after 1949, and it is mainly because of the hydraulic engineering and rec-
lamations; Yongnian Lake still has the potential to become a better wetland; IlI. Flood control is the main
function of Yongnian Lake, while ecological functions is less important; the restoration of Yongnian Lake
should be based on the opportunity to build the wetland park, and ensure its water supply both on quanti-
ty and quality.

Keywords: wetland restoration; high—intensity human activities; Yongnian Lake; historical evolution
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